
Dear KAAD scholars, dear alumni,
dear partners,
dear friends of KAAD,

The past few months have once again demonstrated the wide 
range of issues that engage the KAAD’s international network. 
Whether questions of belonging and social cohesion, artificial 
intelligence, global health or peacebuilding, all of these topics 
call for rigorous academic reflection as well as dialogue across 
national borders and academic disciplines. This edition of our 
newsletter offers insights into these encounters and discussions.  
We wish you an enjoyable and thought-provoking read, and a 
wonderful summer. 
Yours, 
The KAAD Team
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Fr Dr Hans Langendörfer SJ Appointed as President of KAAD for Another Five Years
Upon the recommendation of the KAAD General Assembly, the German Bishops’ Conference 
has appointed Fr Dr Hans Langendörfer SJ as President of the KAAD for another five-year 
term. During his first term in office, which began in March 2021, his priorities included 
reviewing the strategic and content orientation of the scholarship and networking activities 
and preparing KAAD for the challenges of the future. Among other developments, a new 
location was found for KAAD’s language students and preparations were made for both 
the renaming of the organisation and the relocation of its head office. From 1996 to 2020,  
Fr Dr Hans Langendörfer served as Secretary of the German Bishops’ Conference and as 
Managing Director of the Association of the Dioceses of Germany (VDD). During this period, 
he was closely involved in a wide range of international ecclesiastical partnerships and 
maintained close contacts with churches throughout Europe, Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

The KAAD Becomes the Katholischer Akademischer Austauschdienst 
Since 13 March 2026, KAAD officially bears the name “Katholischer Akademischer 
Austauschdienst”. The new German designation reflects an “exchange of gifts” – a spiritual, 
academic and intercultural exchange that has shaped the work of the organisation for 
decades. While the English name “Catholic Academic Exchange Service” has long reflected this 
dimension, the German designation now places the idea of exchange more explicitly at the 

centre. Further information is available on our website.

Relocation of the KAAD Head Office – A New Beginning in the Heart of Bonn
After four decades in Bonn-Kessenich, KAAD relocated its head office to new 
premises in Bonn’s Südstadt district in March. The new location benefits from 
its proximity to the University of Bonn and its institutes. The new offices were 
officially inaugurated in May during a blessing ceremony. Together with guests 
from the Church, academia and long-standing partner institutions, KAAD 
President Fr Dr Hans Langendörfer SJ entrusted the new premises to God’s 
blessing. Dr Beate Gilles, Secretary General of the Secretariat of the German 
Bishops’ Conference, described the head office as the “engine room” in which 
international cooperation is made possible, supported and coordinated.  
KAAD Secretary General Dr Nora Kalbarczyk emphasised that the new premises 
would also be a place of encounter, hospitality, and exchange.
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KAAD Peter Hünermann Foundation Honours Commitment to Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe
The presentation of the 15th KAAD Peter Hünermann Foundation Prize 
to the Zimbabwean environmental scientist Dr Locardia Shayamunda was 
the highlight of the festive musical ceremony held during the 39th KAAD 
Annual Convention.
With this award, the Foundation recognises her outstanding 
commitment to justice and peace in both society and the Church, 
as well as her contribution to environmental science in Zimbabwe. 
Locardia Shayamunda serves as Coordinator for Justice and Peace in 
the Archdiocese of Harare and has played a leading role in the work of 
the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe for many 
years. Her work brings together sustainable development, education, 
human rights and social participation, ranging from climate adaptation 
and rural development projects to strengthening local communities.  
She also teaches at Arrupe Jesuit University and the Catholic University 
of Zimbabwe. “Peacebuilding is not for the faint-hearted,” Locardia Shayamunda said after receiving the award. Throughout her 
career, she has repeatedly challenged government actions and accepted considerable personal risks. There were times, she  
explained, when she questioned whether she had chosen the right path. Seeing how many people had benefited from her work and 
how their lives had changed now gives her profound satisfaction and encourages her to continue her commitment.

In Search of Belonging in a World of Crisis – Identity at the Centre of the KAAD Annual Convention
The 39th KAAD Annual Convention explored how belonging and 
identity are shaped in a world marked by crises, polarisation and 
profound social change. Under the title “Self-Portraits and Boundaries 
– In Search of Belonging in a World of Crisis”, around 250 scholars, 
alumni and alumnae and guests from academia, the Church and  
society, representing approximately fifty countries, gathered in 
Bonn in June. 

In their opening addresses, Auxiliary Bishop Dr Dr Anton Losinger, 
Episcopal Representative of the KAAD, Fr Dr Hans Langendörfer SJ  
and Dr Nora Kalbarczyk emphasised that questions of belonging  
and exclusion have become defining features of many contemporary 
public debates. The Annual Convention therefore sought to  
contribute to a deeper understanding of the mechanisms of 
inclusion and exclusion while exploring ways of fostering respectful 
coexistence. 
The two keynote lectures approached the theme from comple-
mentary perspectives. Prof Dr Barbara Schellhammer (Munich School 
of Philosophy) described identity as a dynamic balance between 
rootedness and openness. Dr David Kaulem (Arrupe Jesuit University, 
Harare) focused on the political significance of identity and belonging. 
He warned against viewing ethnic, national, and social differences as 
immutable categories. These themes were subsequently explored 
in greater depth through forums, Expert Groups and a BarCamp. 
Discussions addressed political and cultural identities, migration, 
Indigenous perspectives, discourses on masculinity, and the role of 
digital spaces in shaping participation and identity. During a festive 
musical ceremony organised by the scholars, the long-serving liaison 
lecturers Professor Konrad Vössing and Professor Heinz-Gerhard 
Justenhoven were awarded the KAAD Bene Merenti Medal in 
recognition of their longstanding commitment to the organisation.

A detailed report on the 39th KAAD Annual Convention is available on 
our website.

Educational And Networking Events

Professor Heinz-Gerhard Justenhoven receiving the KAAD Bene 
Merenti Medal from KAAD President Fr Hans Langendörfer SJ
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Courage. Education. Future. – The KAAD at the 104th German Catholic Convention
With around forty scholars from more than twenty countries, 
the KAAD participated in the 104th German Catholic  
Convention (Deutscher Katholikentag) in Würzburg in May. 
Among the highlights were the events organised jointly 
with partner organisations. Together with medmissio 
Würzburg and the German Leprosy and Tuberculosis Relief 
Association (DAHW), KAAD hosted the panel discussion 
“Global Health: A Question of Justice? – Why Greater Courage, 
Solidarity, Education and Research Are Needed.” During the 
discussion, KAAD alumna Professor Fabiana Faleiros Castro 
reflected on her academic journey and her current work as 
Professor at the University of São Paulo. Dr Nora Kalbarczyk 
moderated the panel “Towards a Culture of Dialogue: The 
Abu Dhabi Document – A Milestone and Its Political and 
Religious Implications” with Professor Mouhanad Khorchide, 
Professor of Islamic Religious Education at the University of 
Münster and Director of the Centre for Islamic Theology, and  
Professor Anja Middelbeck-Varwick, Professor of Theology 
of Religions and Religious Studies at Goethe University 
Frankfurt. The workshop “Our Spirituality and Our Everyday 
Life in Germany” provided a further contribution to Christian-
Muslim dialogue. The programme was complemented by the 
workshop “Come Out of the Cloud!”, organised jointly with 
the Community of Sant’Egidio and the Association of Catholic 
University Chaplaincies in Germany, which explored questions  
of loneliness, digital communication and interpersonal 
encounter. At the exhibition area (Kirchenmeile), the KAAD 
presented its work under the motto “Courage. Education. 
Future.” Alumni portraits, interactive activities and short 
presentations invited visitors to learn more about the 
organisation. Scholars introduced their research projects 
and social initiatives while engaging in conversations with 
numerous visitors. The KAAD delegation also attended the 

panel discussion “Useful, Meaningful, Effective? Reassessing Development Policy” featuring Federal Minister for Economic 
Cooperation and Development Reem Alabali-Radovan MP, followed by a personal meeting with the Minister. The KAAD also 
contributed to the spiritual programme of the Catholic Convention. Together with the Cusanuswerk and the Association of  
Catholic University Chaplaincies in Germany, it organised the intercultural evening Mass “Becoming a Sign of Hope as a 
Community of the Encouraged.” During the Night of Lights, the Taizé evening prayer service in Würzburg Cathedral, five  
scholars offered prayers in their native languages. A detailed report is available on our website. 

Breaking the Walls of Violence – The Many Faces of Violence
In April, current and former KAAD scholars gathered under 
the leadership of Dr Mirjam Rossa, Head of the Latin America 
Department, to explore the political, social, interpersonal and 
institutional dimensions of violence. The seminar opened with a 
keynote by Dr Kristine Andra Avram (University of Marburg), who 
examined political and state violence from historical and societal 
perspectives. Joining the event online, KAAD alumna Dr Locardia 
Shayamunda reflected on her work with the Catholic Commission 
for Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe, addressing the challenges of 
peacebuilding within the Church in contexts marked by violence 
and intimidation. Further contributions explored violence in 
interpersonal relationships and its psychological consequences, 
structural violence within healthcare systems, and processes of reconciliation and coming to terms with the past following violent 
conflicts. The seminar also included spiritual accompaniment by Fr Professor Ulrich Engel OP and Sr Dr Ruth Rottbeck, consultant 
psychiatrist at the Department of Psychiatry, Psychotherapy and Psychosomatic Medicine at the Alexianer St Joseph Hospital in  
Berlin, who also contributed to the academic programme as a speaker. A detailed report is available on our website.

KAAD alumna Professor Fabiana Faleiros together with the Würzburg tropical 
medicine specialist Prof Dr August Stich (right) and moderator Luzius Zöller 
(left) during the panel discussion on global health.

The KAAD delegation with Reem Alabali-Radovan MP, Federal Minister for 
Economic Cooperation and Development.
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Architecture of the European Security Order – Alumni Conference in Romania
At the end of May, KAAD alumni from Ukraine, Romania, Poland, Latvia and 
the Republic of Moldova gathered at Ştefan cel Mare University in Suceava,  
Romania, for a conference organised by the Ukrainian KAAD alumni association. The 
conference focused on the impact of Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine on the 
European security order. Presentations examined the consequences of the war from a 
range of disciplinary perspectives. Professor Iveta Leitane, Professor of Jewish Studies, 
explored changes in religious narratives since the outbreak of the war and discussed 
the role of the Russian Orthodox Church. Professor Gheorghe-Ilie Fârte of Alexandru 
Ioan Cuza University in Iaşi addressed propaganda and political communication, while 
Professor Cezary Kościelniak of Poznań examined the cultural foundations of a future 
European security order. Additional presentations considered the documentation and 
preservation of Ukraine’s cultural heritage. The seminar was accompanied by Markus 
Leimbach, Head of KAAD’s Central, South-Eastern and Eastern Europe Department, 
and Alwin Becker, Programme Officer in the department. Further information about the 
conference is available on our website.

Faith Meets Technology – Alumni Seminar in Ethiopia
In mid-June, the KAAD Association of Scholars at 
the Horn of Africa (KASHA) held its annual alumni 
seminar in Arba Minch, Ethiopia. Under the title 
“Faith Meets Technology: Religious and Scientific 
Perspectives on Artificial Intelligence and Its Uses”, 
current and former KAAD scholars examined both 
the opportunities and the challenges presented 
by artificial intelligence. Dr Mohammed Abebe of 
Arba Minch University opened the seminar with an 
overview of the development and functioning of 
contemporary AI systems. KAAD alumna Bezawit 
Assefa, Head of the Office for Communications, 
Public Relations and Information Technology at 
the Ethiopian Bishops’ Conference, addressed the  
ethical implications of artificial intelligence and 
presented the reflections contained in Pope Leo XIV’s encyclical Magnifica Humanitas on human dignity, social justice and the regulation 
of emerging technologies. The subsequent discussions focused on the impact of artificial intelligence on research, professional life 
and society. The programme was complemented by research presentations from KAAD alumni Professor Kumelachew Yeshitela and 
Professor Brook Lemma of the host institution, Arba Minch University.
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Church at the Cutting Edge: Social and Pastoral Work in Marginalised Regions of East Africa 
Around sixty current and former KAAD scholars gathered 
in Malindi, Kenya, in mid-June for the annual seminar of the 
Association of Scholars from East Africa (KASEA), the KAAD 
alumni association for the region. Under the title “Church at 
the Cutting Edge: Social and Pastoral Work in Marginalized 
Areas”, participants explored how the Church assumes 
pastoral, social and interreligious responsibility in socially 
disadvantaged regions. 
Bishop Willybard Kitogho Lagho presented the pastoral 
priorities of the host Diocese of Malindi and reflected on the 
importance of Christian-Muslim dialogue. Stanislaus Kanyenje 
of the Jesuit parish of St Charles Lwanga introduced social 
initiatives undertaken by the Society of Jesus that promote 
sustainable development and new forms of solidarity. The 

programme also included reports from the KASEA country groups in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania, together with the presentation 
of the latest edition of the KASEA Magazine. The seminar was accompanied by Dr Marko Kuhn, Head of the Africa Department  
at KAAD.

Bishop Willybard Kitogho Lagho during his presentation.
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International Perspectives from KAAD Scholars at the German Caritas Congress
The 7th German Caritas Congress, held in Berlin in mid-June under 
the motto “Together We Can Achieve More: Caritas Connects 
Generations”, provided a forum for discussing intergenerational 
responsibility and social cohesion.

The KAAD contributed to the congress with a delegation of six 
scholars, bringing international perspectives from the Global South 
to discussions on intergenerational justice and social responsibility. 
The group was accompanied by Nils Fischer, Head of the Middle East 
Department, and Fr Professor Thomas Eggensperger OP, Spiritual 
Adviser to the KAAD. During the morning forum “Encounter in the 
Morning”, the Jordanian KAAD scholar Farah Al Hamouri joined  
Professor Lars Castellucci MP, Federal Government Commissioner 
for Human Rights Policy and Humanitarian Assistance, and Dr Oliver 
Müller, Director of Caritas international, in discussing international 
and intergenerational responsibility. The KAAD also organised its  
own workshop entitled “Intergenerational Justice and Living  
Together: Experiences from the Global South.” Scholars from 
Jordan, Colombia, Ukraine, Armenia, Ethiopia and Egypt discussed 
intergenerational justice in relation to education, employment, family, 
religion, migration and sustainability. Questions concerning the 
capacity of governments to act effectively also featured prominently. 
In the workshop “Initiative for an Effective State – How Can We Get 
Ahead of Events?”, Farah Al Hamouri joined former Federal Minister 
Dr Thomas de Maizière, former Federal Minister and Chairwoman 
of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer, 

and Professor Manuel Hartung, Chief Executive Officer of the ZEIT Foundation Ebelin and Gerd Bucerius, in discussing ways of 
reducing bureaucracy and making more effective use of existing resources. During the congress, the KAAD delegation also met, 
among others, Eva Welskop-Deffaa, President of the German Caritas Association, and Bishop Dr Heiner Wilmer SCJ, Chairman of the  
German Bishops’ Conference. 

„Freedom“ – The KAAD at the Annual Conference of the Cusanuswerk
To mark its 70th anniversary, the Cusanuswerk dedicated its  
Annual Conference, held in Baarlo, the Netherlands, at the end 
of May, to the theme of “Freedom”. The KAAD was represented 
by a group of scholars from Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Armenia, 
Bhutan, Indonesia, Zambia, Ecuador and Peru. They were 
accompanied by KAAD President Fr Dr Hans Langendörfer SJ, 
together with Nils Fischer, Head of the Middle East Depart-
ment, and Dr Marko Kuhn, Head of the Africa Department. 
The concept of freedom was explored through lectures 
and discussions from philosophical, theological, scientific, 
economic and societal perspectives. For the KAAD scholars, the 
conference also provided an opportunity to exchange ideas with 
scholars of the Cusanuswerk on questions of education, social 
responsibility and international engagement. At the Forum Cusanum, the scholars presented the work of the KAAD and engaged in  
conversation with numerous visitors. 

The KAAD delegation with Bishop Dr Heiner Wilmer SCJ

Further Events
In addition to the educational and networking activities highlighted above, the KAAD organised:

•	 the seminar “Academic Mobility in Times of Crisis – Opportunities and Challenges for Early-Career Researchers”
•	 a regional seminar on climate justice and Indigenous knowledge in Asia
•	 an orientation programme for newly arrived scholars
•	 a workshop preparing the musical programme for the Annual Convention
•	 Local KAAD Meetings in Freiburg and Bochum
•	 a Local KAAD Meeting of the Adveniat–KAAD Scholarship Programme in Rome
•	 a seminar in the series “Culture, Religion and Development” on leadership in educational and development contexts
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Outlook

The highlight of the second half of the year will be the International Academy, which will take place at the end of this month  
in Bogotá, Colombia. Under the title “Artificial Intelligence and Social Change: Impacts, Dynamics and Perspectives in the  
Latin American Context”, the Academy will explore questions of human dignity, social participation and global health, as well  
as the significance of artificial intelligence for education, research, the Church and society.

In addition, the KAAD will continue its educational programme through further events in Germany and in its partner countries:

•	 International alumni conferences will address cross-border academic cooperation in Central, Eastern and South-Eastern 
Europe; a seminar on climate change and water scarcity in Jordan organised jointly with the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD); a conference on academic and interreligious exchange between Lebanon and Germany organised  
together with Université Saint-Joseph, Notre Dame University and the Eugen Biser Foundation; and a conference on 
climate justice and sustainable development in the Philippines.

•	 Further regional seminars will focus on development and autonomy in Africa, the role of women in the Church and society 
in Latin America, and the protection of endangered cultural heritage in the Middle East.

•	 Other seminars in Germany will address the relationship between media and politics in the age of artificial intelligence, 
return and reintegration, the challenges of doctoral studies in Germany, and German brewing culture and traditions.

•	 An intercultural workshop for newly arrived scholars will accompany the beginning of their studies in Germany and foster 
exchange within the KAAD network.

•	 A spiritual retreat at the Benedictine Archabbey of Beuron and a pilgrimage to Taizé will provide opportunities for  
scholars to reflect on their faith and its significance for their studies, research and everyday lives.

•	 The programme will be complemented by further online events in the series Connected in Conversation and Culture, 
Religion and Development.

Personnel

Change in Administrative Management

After five years as Administrative Director, Martina May left the KAAD at the end of 2025  
to pursue new professional opportunities. 

She was succeeded by Bianca Droste in February 2026. Before joining the KAAD,  
Bianca Droste headed the federal office of the Association of Bundeswehr Employees 
(Verband der Arbeitnehmer der Bundeswehr e.V.) in Bonn for eighteen years. Prior to that, 
she had worked as Executive Director of the Federal Association of the German Federal 
Agency for Technical Relief and at the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs in  
Berlin. Bianca Droste holds a degree in Public Service Management and is a qualified 
wholesale and foreign trade administrator. 

New Liaison Lecturer for the KAAD in Hamburg
Professor Sebastian Holzbrecher has been appointed as a new liaison lecturer for the KAAD. 
A church historian, he has served as Director of the Institute of Catholic Theology at the 
University of Hamburg since 2024. Following his studies in Erfurt, he worked as a research 
associate at the Chair of Medieval and Early Modern Church History at the University of 
Erfurt. After completing his doctorate in 2013, he continued his academic career at the  
Chair of Ancient Church History and Patrology at the University of Regensburg. 
Having completed his Habilitation at Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz in 2019, he  
subsequently held a number of interim professorships before accepting a position at the 
University of Cologne in 2023 and at the University of Hamburg in 2024. His research  
focuses on a range of projects in early modern church history as well as contemporary church 
history. 
As KAAD’s new liaison lecturer, he succeeds Professor Heinz-Gerhard Justenhoven, whose 
longstanding commitment to the KAAD was recognised with the Bene Merenti Medal during 
this year’s Annual Convention (see article on p. 3).
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