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Dear scholars, alumni, partners and friends of KAAD,

With this first newsletter in the year 2021 we would
like to inform you mainly about important changes
in personnel in the KAAD office. The past year has
brought many uncertainties and disappointments
due to the pandemic, but at the same time has also
helped to develop new forms of networking especially
for our global alumni community. We hope for more
opportunities to meet in person this year, and good luck
and blessings to KAAD's new Secretary General!

The succession of our president Prof. Eberhard
Schockenhoff, who tragically passed away in July 2020
(see last August's newsletter), is currently still being
dealt with by KAAD's committees and the German
Bishops' Conference as the appointing authority. We
hope to be able to inform you soon on our homepage.

Your KAAD Team

Change in the management of the office
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On November 11, 2020, the General Assembly of KAAD
appointed Dr. Nora Kalbarczyk as the new Secretary
General. Nora Kalbarczyk, who was born in Berlin
(East), has been working for KAAD since November
2017 as Head of the Middle East Department and since
September 2019 also as Vice Secretary General. After
completing her master's degree in Islamic Studies and
German Literature, she received her doctor’s degree
on Arabic-Islamic legal theory in 2016 and worked as
Research fellow in international research projects as
well as with the Centre for Christian-Muslim Encounter
and Documentation (CIBEDO) of the German Bishops’
Conference. In addition to her diverse international
experience, she also brings a distinct understanding
of the Global Church to the new position. On March 1,
2021, she will succeed Dr. Hermann Weber, who will
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then retire from his office after 32 years, thus initiating a
change of generations in the management.

With Pope Francis 2016

Weber's decades of service to KAAD began as early
as 1985 with a freelance assignment from Tibingen
and 1986 when he took over the position as Head of
the Latin America Department. They were marked by
the development of a worldwide network of partner
committees and alumni associations, which ensures
the sustainability and effectiveness of the scholarship
fundingand hasbeen expandedinrecentyearstoinclude
specialist and interdisciplinary networks. A deepened
cooperation with federal ministries (Federal Foreign
Office, Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development, Federal Ministry of Education
and Research) began in 1989, when he took office as
Secretary General, with a first project financed by the
Katholische Zentralstelle fir Entwicklungshilfe (Catholic
Association for Cooperation in Development). From
1990, a qualitative leap of the already long cooperation
with the Federal Foreign Office followed, which after the
German Reunification got into the scholarship funding
of KAAD (initially for Eastern Europe). From the year
2000, cooperation was also initiated with a number of
individual German dioceses.

Until 2002, parallel to his service as Secretary General,
Weber still headed the Latin America Department. In
the 1990s, with the founding of alumni associations
especially in the Andean countries he took up and
expanded a tradition started by Korean alumni, a model
for the other regional departments. This deepening of
partnership exchange created a basis for expanding
KAAD's scholarship programs to include in-country
and third-country scholarships. These programs also
cover the educational work in the partner countries
themselves, which is essential for us.

From 1991 on, Weber was committed to building a
European network of church institutions active in the
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field of international
educational migration
and related pastoral
work. This led to
the founding of
SECIS (Service of
European Churches
for International
Students), which co-
operated, among
others, with the
Pontifical Council for
the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People on the
occasion of five international conventionsin Rome.

During Weber's long term of office, about 7,000 scholars
have been supported by KAAD. In the framework of the
educational work, his tasks included leading the annual
pilgrimage to Rome, during which he was able to guide
about 700 scholars through the Eternal City over the
years (see below photo of the Rome trip 2020). Another
,additional job" was the organization of concerts for
the Annual Conventions and the communication with
the specialist group of musicians of KAAD.

On his 6oth birthday, Dr. Hermann Weber was honored
with the Festschrift ,Bildung und Wissenschaft im
Horizont von Interkulturalitat" (Education and Science
inthe Context of Interculturality) (Grinewald-Verlag). In
the last two decades and in the tradition of his teacher,
the KAAD Honorary President Peter Hinermann, he
has given numerous lectures at events abroad and in
the German partner network. They addressed, among
other things, questions of international educational
migration in the field of encounter between church and
universities, the formation of transnational networks,
the European Higher Education Area, but also, for
example, the history of KAAD in a study based on
archived documents and contemporary witnesses,
which is the only one to date. A selection of these
texts will soon be published by KAAD with the title
~Weltkirchliche Zusammenarbeit im akademischen
Raum - Das Wirken Hermann Webers im KAAD anhand
einer Textauswahl aus drei Jahrzehnten“ (“Global
Church related cooperation in the academic field —
Hermann Weber’s work at KAAD based on a selection

of texts from three decades”). The chairman of KAAD
e.V., Canon Dr. Heinz Detlef Staps, concluded his thanks
at the end of the meeting of the General Assembly on
January 28, 2021 with the words: ,Dear Dr. Weber, for
this incredible commitment, for the competence and
leadership with which you have led KAAD for so long
| thank you in the way Southern Germans do referring
to the, probably, most important thing: Vergelt's Gott!
‘May God reward you.™

At a farewell celebration under pandemic conditions
at the KAAD office
on January 29, 2021,
after a joint Service of
the Word, the KAAD
team presented Dr.
Hermann Weber two o .
farewell gifts, each of AUSLANDRRDENST
which refers to different e
facets of his work: In
addition to a flyer (see
photo on page 1) of
the already mentioned
publication of his text
selection, the other
gift is a composition
that the team had
commissioned from the Brazilian composer, guitarist
and KAAD alumnus Rogério Dentello.

Further personnel changes in the office

Dr. Nora Kalbarczyk will be succeeded as head of the
Middle East Department by Dr. Thomas Wiirtz on March
1, 2021. After having studied Islamic Studies, Political
Science and Philosophy in Bamberg, he received his
PhD in Islamic Theological History from the University
of Zurich in 2014. His research stays took him, among
others, to Cairo and Lahore, his assistantships and chair
substitutions to the University of Bern, the University
of Aarhus, and the
Freie Universitat Berlin.
Since 2016, he has been
working at the Catholic
s Academy in Berlin and
is active in the Christian-
Muslim dialogue in many
ways.

At the end of the year, Mareike Klemz left the office.
She had initially started as Secretary for the Africa and
Latin America Departments on August 15, 2018, and
then took over the field of Public Relations as Assistant
to the Secretary General in February 2019, in which she
engaged with great creative commitment. In October
2020, we welcomed back Helen Meier as Secretary of
the Latin America Department after her parental leave.
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Prize of the KAAD Foundation 2021 goes to Kenya

The ,KAAD Foundation Peter Huner-
mann" yearly awards a prize. It goes
to one or more KAAD alumni who
returned to their home country and
have distinguished themselves through
outstanding academic achievements
of social relevance and/or through
(honorary) commitment to the civil
society or the church. The (20™) prize for
2021 has already been awarded to Dr.
Constansia Mumma-Martinon (Kenya).
The peace and conflict researcher is
being honored for her commitment
in the area of education, politics and
church of her home country, particularly
with regard to ethnic conflicts and
reconciliation work. She is a long-
standing vice president of our
Kenyan partner committee. As
long as travel conditions allow the
award will be presented to her and
the last year's winner, the physician |
Dr. Lauro Sitzmann (Paraguay), in |
person at the Annual Convention |
at the end of April 2021.

Study on the KAAD alumni network

In December 2020, the publishing company Springer
VS-Verlag, Wiesbaden published a study based on a
primarily qualitative analysis of the KAAD scholars
and alumni network: Sascha Krannich/Uwe Hunger:
Studierendenmigration und Entwicklung. Eine Fallstudie
am Beispiel des KAAD (177 S.) (Student Migration and
Development. A Case Study based on the example of
KAAD,).

Sascha-krannich

The book was also published we Hunger
in  open-access  format: :
https://www.springer.com/
de/book/9783658320478.
Basis was a study published
by the Scientific Working
Group for Global Church
Tasks of the German
Bishops' Conference: Uwe
Hunger/Sascha Krannich:
Das entwicklungsbezogene
Engagement  von inter-
nationalen Studierenden und
Alumni. Wie kann es am besten geférdert und unterstitzt
werden? (The development-related commitment of
international students and alumni. How can it best be
promoted and supported?) The study is also available
on our homepage.

Studierendenmigration
und Entwicklung

Planning the 2021 events

Restrictions due to the pandemic still impair the
planning of events in 2021. Unfortunately, this continues
to affect our educational seminars and official trips.
Seminars in the first three months of this year will either
be digital only or postponed. The Annual Convention on
~Power and Freedom of Language: Identity Politics and
Language Biographies" will take place in Bonn at the end
of April in a hybrid way so that as many of our scholars
as possible, as well as our committee members and
partners, can take part. Information on this will follow.
The International Convention in Zimbabwe, which could
not take place due to the pandemic last year, is also
planned for this year's summer.

NEWSLETTER 24


https://www.springer.com/de/book/9783658320478
https://www.springer.com/de/book/9783658320478
https://kaad.knowlitge.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Forschungsergebnisse-Nr.-11-Das-entwicklungsbezogene-Engagement-von-internationalen-Studierenden-und-Alumni_.pdf

