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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,
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It is in times of crisis that the value of education and international
dialogue becomes most apparent. What we need are astute minds

who build bridges — both metaphorically and literally — and who are

Outlook

committed to peace and development.

This newsletter aims to provide a brief overview of the topics, projects,

Personalia

and encounters that have shaped our shared efforts over recent

months. We wish you an engaging and thought-provoking read.

Your KAAD team wishes you an inspiring read

EpucaTtioNaL AND NETWORKING EVENTS

Endangered Orders, Shared Responsibility — Democracy at the Heart of Our Annual Academy
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Bene Merenti Medal of the KAAD: Professor Claudia Stockinger after being
honoured by Fr Dr Hans Langendérfer SJ

The 38" Annual Academy of KAAD focused on the manifold
challenges facing democratic orders worldwide. Around 250
participants from 45 countries convened in Bonn. They reflected
on the causes and potential courses of action in light of
authoritarian tendencies, growing social inequalities, targeted
disinformation campaigns and an international situation marked
by wars, armed conflicts and widespread political instability.
Within expert groups and panels, the tensions inherent in
democratic practice were explored from interdisciplinary
and participatory perspectives — examining, for instance, the
relationship between religion and democracy, questions of
global distributive justice, and the scope for civic engagement.
Professor Tanja A. Bérzel (Freie Universitat Berlin, Contestations
of the Liberal Script) offered initial thoughts and addressed
the resilience of democratic institutions. Dr Ana Maria Bonet
(Universidad Catodlica de Santa Fe, National Scientific and
Technical Research Council CONICET) presented a critical view
on mechanisms of exclusion within democratic systems. KAAD
President Fr Dr Hans Langenddrfer SJ emphasised that democracy
begins in everyday life — precisely where it is both challenged
and practised. Secretary General Dr Nora Kalbarczyk highlighted
that education must go beyond mere qualification: it must create
spaces for participation, recognition and responsibility. The
academy concluded with an open barcamp and a celebratory
soirée, during which the Bene Merenti Medal was awarded to
Professor Dr Claudia Stockinger (Berlin), Professor Dr Herwig
Stopfkuchen (Mainz), and Professor Dr Helmuth Mauricio Gallego
Sdnchez (Bogota, Colombia) in honour of their longstanding and
multifaceted contributions to KAAD. Their dedication — whether
through the mentoring of scholarship holders or involvement in
advisory bodies — was duly recognised. The Academy’s spiritual
dimension was also made tangible through worship services
and interreligious encounters, offering a powerful experience of
KAAD's rootedness in and commitment to the global Church.

A detailed report on the Annual Academy is available here.
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Prize of the KAAD Foundation Peter Hinermann:
Honouring Commitment to Health and Ecology in Argentina

A highlight of the Annual Academy was the ceremonial awarding
of the KAAD Foundation Peter Hinermann Prize to Dr Ana Maria
Bonet and Professor Guillermo Kerz. The distinction recognised their
longstanding academic, ecclesial and societal engagement in the
fields of global health and integral ecology in Argentina. Professor
Guillermo Kerz, a KAAD alumnus and professor of gynaecology at the
Universidad Catolica de Santa Fe, currently serves as Vice-Rector for
Academic Affairs at the same institution. He has played a pivotal role
in shaping the international KAAD alumni network in the field of public
health, co-founding the alumni group “Salud Global”, among other
contributions. Dr Ana Maria Bonet conducts research at the National
Scientific and Technical Research Council (CONICET) and teaches at
the Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences (IHUCSO) in Santa Fe.  aAwardee Dr Ana Maria Bonet (centre), pictured with KAAD President
Her academic work focuses on public health law and environmental  Fr Dr Hans Langendérfer SJ (left), Dr Hermann Weber, Dr Thomas

legislation. She has been instrumental in introducing the concept of  Kriggeler and KAAD Secretary General Dr Nora Kalbarczyk (from left
to right).

integral ecology into legal scholarship and founded the KAAD alumni
group “Ecologia Integral”. In her acceptance speech, Ana Maria Bonet described the prize as an “encouragement to persevere —in
responsibility before God and humankind”. Professor Kerz, unable to attend the ceremony due to illness, conveyed his gratitude in a
written message: "KAAD has shaped my thinking, my work, and my hopes.” The prize was subsequently presented to him in person
at KAAD's head office following his recovery.

Mental Health in Focus: KAAD Seminar on Mental Wellbeing in Minster

‘ ; — 7] y— International students often face specific pressures in their academic
lives: separation from familiar environments, financial insecurity,
cultural dissonance and intense performance demands can all take
a toll on mental health. In response to these challenges, KAAD held
a seminar in February at the Franz Hitze Haus in Minster, led by
Dr Anselm Feldmann. Eighteen current and former KAAD scholars
engaged with the topic through personal reflection, spiritual practices
and professional input. Fr Professor Thomas Eggensperger OP
introduced participants to meditation and mindfulness techniques.
Discussion groups helped identify major stressors. Contributions
from experts in intercultural psychology, university chaplaincy and

psychiatric care enriched the programme. The seminar positioned
itself explicitly as a contribution to strengthening mental wellbeing in the context of international educational migration.
A detailed report on the seminar is available here.

Naming Discrimination, Strengthening Resilience: KAAD Seminar on “Talking About Racism”

In February, international KAAD scholars gathered at the Episcopal
Academy of the Diocese of Aachen to explore the dynamics of everyday ’
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racism. In a protected setting, they reflected on both the structural
and individual dimensions of racist discrimination and considered how
responsible action can arise from this. The seminar, facilitated by Dr
Laura Bittgen (Episcopal Academy Aachen), Dr Marko Kuhn, Miriam
Rossmerkel and Dr Stefan Voges (Diocese of Aachen), provided space
for personal exchange, spiritual inspiration and academic engagement.
Contributions from anti-racism trainer Jinan Dib, rehabilitation
pedagogue Rose Kapuya (Praxis KraftFarben), and a workshop team
from Detox Identity offered important access points to topics such as
microaggressions, unconscious privilege, and positive stereotyping.
Especially in the tension between academic work and personal
experience, the seminar revealed how essential spaces for dialogue are —
spaces that allow both empathy and contradiction. Participants without personal experience of racism expressed a strong interest in
not only understanding the perspectives of those affected but also assuming responsibility —in the sense of an approach of reflection
and solidarity to discrimination. The seminar was organised in cooperation with the Episcopal Academy of Aachen and forms part of
KAAD's commitment to discrimination-sensitive education in international dialogue.

A detailed report, including personal reflections from one of our scholars, can be found here.
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Between Academia and Socio-Pastoral Engagement: KAAD Conference in Colombia

At the end of February, around forty KAAD alumnae, alumni,
and partner representatives convened at the guesthouse of
the Latin American Episcopal Council (CELAM) in Bogota
to reflect on the role of Church-based academic support in
the changing landscape of higher education and ecclesial
life in Latin America. Drawing on inputs from both church
and academic spheres, the participants discussed how
KAAD can continue to support the formation, networking
and empowerment of professionals and future leaders
in increasingly challenging contexts. The conference was
opened by Fr Dr Luis Fernando Munera Congote SJ, Rector
of the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, who addressed the
structural tensions Catholic universities face in navigating
their educational mission, societal expectations and financial
pressures. Dr Nora Kalbarczyk then outlined recent institutional developments within KAAD, highlighting the importance of
combining academic excellence with intellectual openness and intercultural learning. KAAD alumnus Prof Dr Carlos Miguel Gomez
Rincon, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities at the Universidad del Rosario in Bogotd provided a deeper analysis of university
transformation processes. He examined how market-driven reforms in higher education affect values, knowledge production and
equitable participation. Working groups developed perspectives for the further development of KAAD's scholarship programmes.
The discussions made it clear that, in contexts where state structures are absent or weak, Church networks carry particular
responsibility — both in protecting vulnerable groups and in promoting peace and justice more broadly. A session on theological
education for laypeople underlined Latin America’s contribution to the global discourse on a synodal Church and the public presence
of faith.

A detailed report on the structure and outcomes of the conference is available here.

KAAD at the Global Disability Summit: Inclusion as a Shared ﬁﬂsnl
Responsibility suméA ".lTY

The Global Disability Summit, held in Berlin in April, addressed how inclusion
can be more firmly embedded and effectively implemented as a principle of
globalsocial responsibility. Prof Dr Christoph de Oliveira Kappler, liaison lecturer
and member of the Academic Committee, and Bernadette Namirembe, a PhD
scholarship holder from Uganda represented KAAD. KAAD's contribution

in Berlin reflected its overarching principle: to connect academic endeavour
with social responsibility. Prof Kédppler brought extensive experience from
cooperation with Latin American partner institutions, particularly on the v
question of how universities can create inclusive spaces and approach social
justice as part of theireducational mandate. Bernadette Namirembe articulated
the issue of inclusion from within the lived reality of the East African educational landscape. Her research on training teachers for deaf
education addresses the gap between legal recognition and actual participation — a discrepancy repeatedly highlighted during the
summit. Bernadette Namirembe contributed not only her academic perspective but also embodied what it means to shape global
discourse from within a supported academic biography. Her commitment forms part of a broader context: inclusion as a cross-cutting
issue in education, social policy, and human rights.

Her reflections can be found in full on our LinkedIn page.
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“"Complexity”: KAAD Scholars at the Annual Conference of the Cusanuswerk

In June, the annual conference of the Cusanuswerk took place in Baarlo
(Netherlands) under the theme “Complexity” — in cooperation with KAAD.
Twenty KAAD scholars from thirteen countries contributed perspectives from
Africa, Asia, Latin America, Eastern Europe and the Middle East. In lectures,
forums and liturgical events, the topic was explored from multiple disciplinary
and regional perspectives. In a forum on global supply chains, KAAD scholar
Judy Kaaria examined the economic impact of these structures on her country
of origin, Kenya. The participation of KAAD scholars enriched the discussions
with international perspectives and contributed to professional dialogue
between the two scholarship organisations. KAAD President Fr Dr Hans
Langendorfer SJ, Dr Mirjam Rossa and Dr Marko Kuhn accompanied the group.

Further insights are available on our website.
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Education Programme 2026: Topics Defined by the Education Commission

In early July, the KAAD Education Commission convened
in Bonn to plan the event programme for 2026. The basis of
discussion was the topic proposals submitted by the regional
groups in consultation with the scholars. The commission is
composed of ten elected representatives from the scholar-
ship community, members of the KAAD leadership and
staff, and the two spiritual advisors. After the presentation
of the regionally coordinated proposals, the topics were
discussed in plenary and jointly refined. The final resolution
of the commission now forms the thematic basis for the 2026
programme year.

The upcoming programme will cover a broad range of issues:
Seminars hosted by the continental groups will address global
challenges such as development cooperation, climate justice, religious identity, cultural heritage in conflict zones, and academic

mobility within the European crisis context. Cross-regional events will focus on pressing future issues at the intersection of
faith, society and science — from violence and silence to business ethics and media criticism in the age of artificial intelligence.
Workshops on mental health and doctoral studies will complement the programme, alongside spiritual offers such as retreats
in Beuron and a pilgrimage meeting in Taizé. A roundtable on the situation of international students in Germany concluded the
programme of the Education Commission. Further information is available on our website.

Additional Events
In addition to the events mentioned above, further seminars, conferences and gatherings took place in Germany and abroad, including:

e amusic workshop in preparation for the Annual Academy,

e anintercultural workshop for newly arrived scholars,

e |ocal meetings in Erfurt and Minster,

e theregional seminar“Strangers at Home — Home in Foreign Lands”, which explored Asian cuisine as a site of biographical
belonging from both theoretical and practical angles, as well as the KAAD seminar “Current Challenges in Peace Ethics”, where
our scholars from Eastern Europe engaged in fundamental reflections on war, peace and responsibility,

e several digital seminars on topics including “Church and Climate — Where Does the Global Catholic Environmental Movement
Stand Today?”, “Fragile Human Rights — Violence Against Children and Women in Armed Conflicts”, and “Challenges and
Potentials of Intergenerational Conflict”,

e the virtual workshop series “Culture, Religion and Development in the Middle East” and

e thedigital language series “Connected in Conversation”.

OuTLOOK

The second half of the year will continue to address key questions from the academic, social and intercultural environment of our schol-
ars. The highlight will be the KAAD International Academy in Indonesia, dedicated to food security in Southeast Asia. In dialogue with
local partnerinstitutions, the event will examine the effects of growing climate pressures and political instability on agrarian structures,
social justice and regional development.

Other events will focus on global responsibilities:

e InGhana, the role of recycling as part of a sustainable circular economy,

e inJordan, a seminar on interreligious dialogue and how societies can support and shape religious diversity peacefully,

e further regional seminars addressing topics such as return and reintegration, reconstruction in the Middle East and multilateral
cooperation,

e eventson education itself, including educational justice in Latin America and the design of doctoral studies in Germany.

e A seminar on the spiritual dimension of biographical questions and a study and pilgrimage trip to Rome will provide space to
engage with the roots and challenges of global ecclesial responsibility in the context of personal educational journeys.
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PERSONNEL

New Liaison Lecturer in MiUnster

We are pleased to welcome Professor Thomas Hanke as our new liaison lecturer
in Minster. Since 2023, he has served as Professor of Philosophy at the Faculty of
Catholic Theology and Director of the Seminar for Fundamental Questions of
Theology at the University of Minster. His academic trajectory is shaped by his
engagement with both classical and contemporary philosophical positions and by
his ongoing work at the intersection of academic research and theological reflection.
He studied theology and philosophy in Frankfurt, Minster and Rome, was ordained
as a priest in 2006, and earned his doctorate in MUnster in 2011 with a study on the
early works of Hegel, which was awarded the Sybille Hahne Prize. His postdoctoral
qualification (Habilitation) at Goethe University Frankfurt focused on the neo-
pragmatism of Robert Brandom. Thomas Hanke has held lectureships at various
institutions, including the Philosophical-Theological College Sankt Georgen, the
University of Erfurt, and the University of Cambridge, where he served as a Visiting
Fellow and continues as a Fellow of the Cambridge Centre for the Study of Platonism.
Since 2024, he has also served as Co-Speaker of the Philosophy Section of the Gorres
Society. We look forward to working with him in shared responsibility for international
educational pathways.

Professor Thomas Hanke, photo by Peter LefSmann

Appointment to the University Council of Bonn

Dr Nora Kalbarczyk has been appointed to the University Council of the University of
Bonn. In this role, she will contribute her longstanding experience in international
higher education and academic cooperation.

In her initial statement, she emphasised: “Being appointed to the University Council
of the University of Bonn offers me the opportunity to bring perspectives from
international academic cooperation into the work of one of Germany’s most successful
universities. In a globally networked research landscape, internationalisation means
more than mobility — it calls for institutional anchoring and structural participation. |
look forward to this important task!"™

Dr Nora Kalbarczyk, photo by Peter Bongard

Leadership Transition in the Latin America Department

In April, Dr Thomas Kriiggeler, long-time head of KAAD’s Latin
America Department and most recently Deputy Secretary General,
entered retirement. Over more than two decades, he significantly
shaped KAAD’s work — through the steady development of
partnerships with Catholic universities, the close accompaniment
of partner committees and alumni associations in numerous Latin
American countries, and the support of over 750 scholars.

KAAD Secretary General Dr Nora Kalbarczyk highlighted his deep
knowledge of Latin America’s ecclesial and academic landscape and
his enduring engagement with Pope Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si.
Dr Mirjam Rossa heads the Department now. Previously Deputy
Head of Department at the Cusanuswerk, she oversaw a programme
to promote women in leadership positions. Her doctoral research
on corporate volunteering at the Catholic University of Eichstatt-
Ingolstadt and being a visiting scholar at Santa Clara University (USA) shaped her academic and professional expertise at the
intersection of the profit and non-profit sectors. She also lectured at the German Federal Foreign Office’s diplomatic academy,
designing intercultural training for future diplomats. As a founding member of KulturLernen and head of the Intercultural Advisory
Centre at Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, she accompanied international students, doctoral candidates and professionals in
their academic and professional development. Her extensive experience in intercultural counselling and academic engagement will
bring important impulses to KAAD’s work.
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